1931. 


WILLINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


To  the  Willington  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  for  1931 : 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

+ 

Area  (in  acres)  3,894’  138. 

Population  (Registrar-Generals’  estimate  of  resident 
population,  1931)  9414. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1931)  according  to  Rate 
Books,  2252 
Rateable  value  ^29,286. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  _£To2-7-o. 

The  Urban  District  of  Willington  is  made  up  of  the  townships 
of  Willington  and  Stockley.  Willington  includes  the  town  of 
Willington  together  with  the  Brancepeth  Colliery  Rows,  and  has 
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an  approximate  population  of  6276  and  an  area  of  1,551759  acres. 
The  township  of  Stockley  is  formed  by  the  colliery  villages  of 
Oakenshaw  and  Page  Bank,  with  a  number  of  houses  of  a  scattered 
nature  and  mostly  farmsteads,  and  has  a  population  of  3138 
approximately,  and  an  acreage  of  2342  379. 

The  District  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  County  of  Durham 
and  on  the  North  bank  of  the  river  Wear,  and  rises  to  an  altitude 
of  340  feet  above  sea-level  and  has  a  gradual  inclination  to  the 
river.  With  this  inclination,  and  the  subsoil  being  chiefly 
composed  of  clay,  there  is  thus  a  good  natural  drainage  produced. 

The  industry  of  the  District  is  that  of  coal-mining,  coke¬ 
making,  bye-products  from  the  coal.  Manufacture  of  bricks,  pipes, 
etc. 


Ventilation  of  the  mines  is  all  that  may  desired,  and  they  are 
considered  to  be  free  from  accumulations  of  gas. 

The  workmen  are,  generally,  of  a  healthy  nature  and  they  do 
not  suffer  from  any  particular  disease  arising  from  their  employment. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


Live  Births 

J  Legitimate 

66 

59 

125 

Birth-rate  13*91 

[Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Still  Births 

^Legitimate 

^Illegitimate 

2 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

Rate  per  1000 
population  0  63 

The  Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15*8. 

The  Birth-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  16*3. 

The  Still-Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0  67. 
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Males.  Females.  Total. 

Deaths  ...  ...  38  51  89  Death-rate  9*45 

The  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12*3. 


Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  childbirth  : 
(from  Sepsis  and  other  causes)  ...  o 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  7 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Total.  Rate. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  :  11  83 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  9  72 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  live  births  6  45 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  2  333 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  1 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  o 


Inquests. 


Two  Inquests  were  held  in  the  District  and  the  verdicts  were 
as  follows  - 

1.  .Suicide  by  drowning  while  temporarily  insane. 

2.  Manslaughter  against  a  woman  not  belonging  the  District 

6  deaths  were  uncertified  :  1  Convulsions,  2  Cardiac  Failure, 

2  Angina  Pectoris,  1  Convulsive  Seizure. 
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General  provision  of  Health  Services 
in  the  Willing-ton  Urban  Area. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

The  Surveyor  to  the  Council  also  serves  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  is  a  whole  time  Officer.  He  receives  his  instructions  from 
the  Council  and  he  works  jointly  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  is  a  part  time  Officer. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  local  Authority  provides  no 
nurses,  but  a  Nursing  Association  with  two  nurses  has  been  for 
many  years  kept  up  by  public  subscription  in  the  Willington  and 
Oakenshaw  areas.  A  nurse  is  likewise  provided  at  Page  Bank 
by  public  subscription. 

The  nurses  do  a  great  deal  of  hard  work,  and  are  much 
appreciated  by  the  inhabitants  generally  for  they  are  very 
attentive  to  their  work,  and  are  ever  ready  to  “  turn  to  ”  when 
their  services  are  required. 

They  do  general  nursing  and  are  not  utilized  for  infectious 
diseases.  The  one  infectious  disease  which  has  to  be  nursed  at 
home  (Measles)  has  to  be  isolated  and  nursed  in  the  best  manner 
possible. 

The  notifiable  infectious  diseases  (Scarlatina,  Diphtheria, 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Small  Pox)  are  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  as  early  as  possible. 

Midwives. — There  are  two  qualified  Midwives  in  Willington 
and  Oakenshaw,  and  the  two  district  nurses  attached  to  the 
Nursing  Association  also  possess  their  Midwives’  Certificates  and 
render  help  as  occasion  requires.  The  nurse  at  Page  Bank  also 
holds  her  Certificate.  They  are  supervised  by  the  County  Council. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — The  Bacteriological  examination  of 
sputum,  swabs,  blood,  etc.,  may  be  sent  to  the  College  of  Medicine, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  arrangement  by  the  County  Council, 
'l'his  is  frequently  being  done,  and  has  proved  of  great  value. 
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Legislation  in  Force. 

Acts  Adopted  by  the  Council. — The  following  have  been 
adopted  : 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889  ...  13  April,  1891 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  ...  do. 

Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  do. 

Part  4  do.  do.  do.  23  Oct.,  1899 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ...  ...  18  Sept.,  1907 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Parts  2,  Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40, 

41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  44,  50  and  51, 
comprised  in  Part  3  and  Part  4  ...  14  May,  1909 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V. 

Hospitals. 

Isolation  Hospitals. — There  are  no  hospitals  within  the 
Council’s  area  but  the  Authorities  of  Auckland  Rural,  Shildon, 
Crook,  low  Law  and  Willington  Urban  Districts  joined  together 
some  years  ago  to  form  an  Hospital  Board  for  the  treatment  of 
Infectious  Diseases.  Two  hospitals  were  erected,  one  at  Bishop 
Auckland  and  the  other  at  Helmington  Row.  The  latter  is  the 
nearest  one  to  the  Willington  District,  being  about  a  mile  distant} 
and  it  is  therefore  quite  convenient,  and  it  has  also  been  found 
quite  adequate  for  the  area  for  which  it  serves. 

The  composition  of  this  hospital  is  as  follows  : 


Diphtheria 

Beds. 

24 

Cots. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

1 1 

Typhoid  Fever 

16 

6 

Tuberculosis 

12 

0 

75 

-3 
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Workmen  employed  at  the  collieries  and  others  subscribe  to 
the  Durham  County  Hospital  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary 
in  Newcastle  where  cases  of  a  serious  character  and  important 
accidents  are  taken  for  treatment. 

A  Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  combined  districts  is  also  situated 
at  Binchester  about  3  miles  away.  No  case  of  Smallpox  has 
gone  from  this  district  during  the  year. 

Those  persons  who  are  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief  receive 
their  treatment  at  the  Union  Hospital  in  Durham. 

Maternity  Hospitals. — A  Maternity  Hospital  was  opened  by 
the  County  Council  some  yeais  ago  at  Bishop  Auckland,  5  miles 
away,  and  persons  belonging  to  this  area  may  receive  treatment 
there. 

For  cases  of  a  serious  nature,  Princess  Mary  Lying-in  Hospital 
in  Newcastle  is  available,  and  a  good  number  of  women  elect  to 
go  there. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — A  Motor  Ambulance  conveys 
Infectious  Cases  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  and  the  Colliery 
Owners  also  have  an  Ambulance  for  accidents,  as  likewise  have 
the  Miners’  Union  for  cases  requiring  treatment  in  the  Durham  or 
Newcastle  Hospitals. 

These  Ambulances  are  frequently  requisitioned. 

Treatment  Centre.. — A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre 
was  formed  voluntarily  in  this  area  some  time  ago,  and  has 
become  affiliated  with  the  County  Council,  the  workers  giving 
free  and  whole-hearted  voluntary  assistance.  A  considerable 
amount  of  good  work  is  carried  on  and  it  is  much  appreciated  by 
the  inhabitants  who  receive  free  advice  there. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. — A  Tuberculosis  Centre  is  run  at 
Bishop  Auckland  under  the  County  Council  and  is  in  charge  of  a 
whole-time  Medical  Officer  appointed  by  the  County  Council. 
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A  Venereal  Centre  is  connected  with  Durham  Hospital  in 
the  City  of  Durham  which  is  8  miles  away. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — Each  house  in  the  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board  with  a  good  supply  of  upland  water 
which  has  been  found  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  quality  and  to  serve 
all  requirements. 

Wells  have  been  done  away  with  as  a  general  thing,  although 
there  is  one  in  use  for  a  farmstead  which  is  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  water  mains,  and  this  well  after  having  repairs  and 
alterations  effected,  the  water  was  found  to  be  analytically  good. 

Many  farmsteads  obtain  their  supply  from  springs  which  have 
been  duly  analysed  and  found  satisfactory. 

Divers  and  Streams. — The  river  Wear  flows  at  the  foot  of  the 
Urban  District  and  four  streams  enter  it,  viz  : — Willington  Burn, 
Old  Hall  Beck,  Oakenshaw  Beck  and  Page  Bank  Beck.  The 
two  latter  joining  before  reaching  the  river. 

Formerly  sewage  was  passed  directly  into  the  two  first  named 
streams  but  this  was  collected  into  pipes  and  conveyed  to  the 
sewage  works. 

Oakenshaw  sewage  discharges  into  the  beck  which  flows 
through  the  wood  about  half  a  mile  away.  'The  stream  is 
diverted  lower  down,  to  the  Colliery  ponds  and  from  there  it  is 
used  for  Colliery  purposes. 

'The  tarry  Refuse  from  the  bye-products  works  which  is  mixed 
with  the  water  used  from  the  ponds,  is  dealt  with  by  an  installation 
which  w7as  put  down  some  time  ago  whereby  two  systems  of 
settling  tanks  are  used  to  eradicate  all  tar  before  its  passage  into 
the  river.  After  the  solid  constituents  have  settled  in  the  tanks 


the  liquid  is  conducted  into  a  receiving  chamber  from  which  it  is 
again  pumped  back  to  the  ponds  whence  it  is  again  used  for 
cooling  purposes  and  finally  runs  in  the  open  for  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  enter  the  river. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Collecting  tanks  with  5  revolving 
sprinklers  and  clinker  beds  are  used  for  purifying  the  sewage  in  the 
Willington  District,  which  constitutes  over  two-thirds  of  the 
population.  In  addition  to  this  a  large  extent  of  land  is  used 
for  secondary  treatment  and  the  resultant  effluent  is  considered  to 
be  satisfactorv. 

Storm  Water  Drains  were  laid  at  the  high  end  of 
Willington  to  prevent  flooding  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  this 
has  proved  satisfactory  so  far. 

Page  Bank  being  on  the  flat  by  the  side  of  the  river,  a 

difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  sewage  so  a  pumping 

installation  was  put  in  to  pump  the  sewage  so  that  it  might 

undergo  land  irrigation.  This  has  acted  very  well  and  the 

\ 

effluent  is  quite  satisfactory. 

All  drains  are  made  of  sanitary  pipes  and  are  all  properly 
trapped. 

Open  channels  still  exist.  They  still  carry  their  burden  of 
rubbish  which  blocks  up  the  gully  at  the  end  and  causes  an 
overflow  on  to  the  surrounding  surface  thus  creating  pollution. 
Endeavours  are  made  to  keep  them  clean  but  as  this  is  almost 
impossible,  they  ought  to  be  done  away  with  and  covered  drains 
and  gullies  put  in. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  ash-closet  is  the  usual 
accommodation.  This  has  replaced  the  open  privy-midden,  but 
there  are  still  some  existing  in  the  district  and  as  they  are  highly 
offensive  and  insanitary  they  should  be  abolished  as  quickly  as 
possible.  These  are  to  be  found  in  long  Russell  Place,  Victoria 


Street  and  Boyne  Street,  also  one  each  at  Gas  Cottages  and  Stable 
Cottages,  Brancepeth  Colliery. 

A  number  of  water-closets  have  been  substituted  for  both 
privy-middens  and  ash-closets  and  they  are  gradually  being 
increased  in  number. 

There  are  1674  ash-closets  ;  817  water-closets  ;  and  51  ash-pit 
privies. 

Three  ash-pit  privies  have  been  converted  into  ash-closets 
during  the  year,  and  one  into  a  water-closet  and  6  ash-closets  into 
water-closets. 

Where  there  is  no  back  street  to  the  back  premises,  moveable 
ash-bins  are  used  and  they  are  carried  through  passages  to  be 
emptied  into  the  scavenging  lorries  in  the  front  street.  As  soon 
as  it  is  possible  these  should  be  replaced  by  water-closets. 


Scavenging. — In  the  Willington  area  this  is  done  by  the 
Council  employing  motor  lorries  with  wooden  covers.  Formerly 
this  was  done  by  contract,  the  contractors  using  open  carts  without 
covers,  and  as  the  excreta  contents  were  scattered  upon  the  roads 
and  blown  about  by  the  winds,  the  district  was  rife  with  disease, 
such  as  Diarrhoea  and  Typhoid  Fever.  After  the  employment  of 
motor  lorries,  the  work  was  done  with  greater  regularity  and 
expedition,  fouling  was  done  away  with,  and  the  district  ceased  to 
be  an  exceptionally  ailing  one,  the  above  diseases  disappearing 
until  it  now  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 

If  any  change  of  scavenging  is  to  occur  (the  Council  are 
contemplating  making  one)  I  hope  that  the  same  method  of  doing 
it  by  motor  lorries  will  be  adopted  and  not  revert  back  to  the  old 
system  of  doing  it  by  contract.  The  use  of  motors  may  be  a 
a  little  more  expensive,  but  when  considering  the  improvement  in 
health  and  the  great  fall  in  the  death-rate,  it  is  worth  it. 
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At  Oakenshaw  Colliery  scavenging  is  likewise  done  by  means 
of  a  motor  lorry  with  a  closed  top,  which  has  been  supplied  by 
the  Authority. 

At  Page  Bank  it  is  done  by  carting  by  contract,  the  carts 
being  supplied  with  covers  by  the  Authority.  This  is  done  with 
satisfaction  in  both  places. 

The  refuse  tips  are  ample  for  present  and  future  requirements. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — Numerous  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
work  done  in  the  Sanitary  inspector’s  Department  : 


Inspector’s  Report. 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
informal  formal  Nuisance* 
Written  Notices  abated 
Notices  by  order  after  Notice 
by  Inspector  ofAuthority 


irx  ii*  l  Foul  conditions 

Dwelling-houses 

,  0  ,  ,  Structural  defects 

and  Schools 

Overcrowding 

4 

150 

12 

4 

H7 

1 1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

10 

6 

Slaughter  Houses 

— 

— 

Ashpit  and  privies 

4 

4 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

2 

2 

Water  Closets 

3 8 

38 

Defective  Yard  paving 

1 1 

1 1 

House  )  Defective  traps 

t-.  -  f  No  disconnection  from  Sewers 

Drainage 

'  Other  Faults 

“3 

“3 

Water  Supply 

H 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

360 


352 


Water,  Food  and  Drugs. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ...  ...  ...  i 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ...  i 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Diseases. 


Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  ...  ...  30 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease  30 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  ...  30 

,,  such  houses  occupied  ,,  ...  30 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into  ash-closets  ...  ...  3 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  1 

Ash-closets  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  district  ...  ...  817 

,,  ash-closets  ,,  ...  ,..  1674 

,,  ashpit  privies  ,,  ...  ...  51 


Smoke  Abatement. — Except  when  the  Bye-product  ovens  are 
being  cooled  down,  there  is  but  little  smoke  about  the  collieries, 
for  a  great  deal  of  the  machinery  has  been  electrified. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  are  controlled  by  Bye- 
Laws  or  Regulations.— -Over  a  dozen  Fried  Fish  businesses  are 
being  run  in  and  about  the  town  and  they  are  being  kept  generally 
in  a  state  of  cleanliness.  Owing  to  precautions  taken,  no 
complaint  has  been  received  from  these  during  the  year. 

The  District  possesses  no  underground  sleeping  premises. 

Schools. — All  Schools  in  the  Urban  District,  of  which  there 
are  five,  are  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  are  provided  with  a 
plentiful  supply  of  water.  No  epidemic  of  Infectious  diseases  has 
occurred  in  any  school  during  the  year  and  therefore  no  school  has 
been  required  to  be  closed. 

The  scholars  are  of  a  healthy  character  and  they  are  examined 
periodically  by  the  school  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Council. 
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Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. — No  rag  flock  is 
manufactured  in  this  district. 

Housing1,  year  ended  31st  December,  1931. 

General  Statistics 

Population  (Census  1921)  9197;  (estimated  1931)  9414 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  ...  1923 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  2000 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  £"29,286 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £*102-7-0 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)).  30 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(  i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  30 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  346 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  unfit  o 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  of  Local  Authority  19 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  by  owners  o 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  making 

closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  where  closing  orders  made  o 
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General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 


There  are  2252  houses  in  the  District. 


Overcrowding  still  exists  but  efforts  are  made  to  place  the 
largest  families  in  the  largest  houses  when  this  can  be  conveniently 
done,  pending  the  building  of  more  houses. 


There  are  still  a  large  number  of  back-to-back  houses,  for  it  is 
practically  impossible  at  the  present  time  when  wages  are  low,  to 
get  the  tenants  ot  these  to  remove  to  larger  dwellings. 


The  collierv  houses  are  more  or  less  commodious,  and  are 
suitable  for  the  workers,  being  built  in  rows  or  terraces,  almost  all 
having  a  through  ventilation  with  front  and  back  doors  and 
windows.  A  considerable  number  of  old  houses  have  been 
abolished  of  late  years,  which  had  a  small  room  or  attic  built 
above  the  one  or  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  and  being  lighted 
by  a  very  small  window  or  sky-light.  These  opened  out  directly 
on  to  the  street  and  the  conveniences  were  the  old  fashioned 
middensleads  which  were  always  unhygenic,  and  disease  bearers 
and  propagators.  These  have  been  replaced  by  well-built  airy 
houses,  2,  3  and  4  rooms,  upstairs  and  down,  and  a  self-contained 
cemented  yard  for  each,  and  a  gulley  and  outhouses.  Had  the 
the  prosperous  times  continued,  no  doubt  the  remaining  82  houses 
of  the  type  I  have  described  would  have  been  likewise  remedied, 
but  owing  to  general  depression  in  trade  these  have  not  as 
yet  been  able  to  receive  the  necessaiy  attention. 


These  houses  have,  unfortunately,  the  insanitary  midden-ash¬ 
pits  for  conveniences,  44  in  number,  open  channels  and  no  yards, 
and  they  ought  to  be  done  away  with  as  soon  as  possible. 


i6 

Some  years  ago,  12  old  and  defective  houses  in  the  main  street 
of  Willington  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  habitation  and 
they  were  closed.  On  this  land,  Co-operative  Store  buildings 
have  been  erected,  but  still  5  or  6  delapidated  houses  are  standing 
which  are  an  eyesore  to  the  inhabitants,  and  are  moreover  not  free 
from  danger  of  falling  down.  The  Council  has  endeavoured  to 
procure  this  land  with  its  old  buildings,  with  a  view  to 
demolishment  and  creation  of  an  open  space,  but  the  price  for  it 
has  been  prohibitive  without  the  means  of  borrowing,  which  has 
been  denied  them.  As  these  old  buildings  are  a  certain  danger 
in  the  township  to  foot  passengers  and  others,  I  suggest  that  they 
receive  immediate  attention.  One  house  is  still  occupied  and 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  have  the  house  emptied. 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses. 


No  tents,  vans  or  sheds  are  used  for  housing. 


Private  Street  Works  Act. — A  standing  list  of  streets 
which  require  to  be  made  up,  paved  and  channeled,  before  the 
Council  can  take  them  over  so  as  to  keep  in  repair  is  as  follows  : — 
Mill  Street,  front  street  between  Hutton  Terrace  and  Prospect 
Terrace  ;  fronts  and  backs  of  Nelson  Street  and  the  approach  from 
this  street  to  the  main  street  in  Commercial  Street,  opposite  the 
Co-operative  Store;  the  road  between  Park  Terrace  and  Snowdon 
Terrace  ;  the  rest  of  the  colliery  roads,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
road  at  Oakenshaw  up  to  the  pit ;  the  back  of  the  New  Row  at 
Oakenshaw  ;and  the  street  at  Page  Bank  between  School  Row 
and  Chapel  Row. 
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List  of  Houses  Inspected. 


i8 


List  of  Houses  Inspected  and  Recorded 


Situation  of  Dwelling 
House. 

Occupier. 

No.  of 
Occupants. 

No.  of 
Rooms. 

r 

1* 

M 

p 

< 

F 

1 

M 

u 

►O 

CO 

H 

d 

D 

F 

M 

t/3 

<D 

tuO 

■a 

0 

F 

Ground  Fir 

First  Floor 

124  Chapel  Row,  Page  Bank 

G.  Cowings  ... 

2 

I 

2 

2 

2 

125 

R.  Hillarv  ... 

j 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

2 

126 

J.  Hodgson  ... 

3 

3 

2 

2 

127 

J.  Sparks 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

128 

Laws 

3 

2 

I 

2 

2 

2 

129 

J.  Dowson  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

130 

Wanless 

1 

2 

2 

2 

131 

J.  W.  Pearson 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

132 

R.  Scott 

2 

1 

2 

2 

133  . 

Mrs.  Watt  ... 

1 

1 

I 

2 

2 

134 

T.  Franks 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

135 

F.  Allen 

1 

1 

2 

2 

136 

E.  M.  Skelton 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

137 

T.  Franklin  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Several  of  the  houses  require  pointing,  especially  at  the  front, 
and  the  question  of  enclosed  yards  should  be  dealt  with  and  the 
street  (a  quagmire  in  winter)  should  be  made  up  under  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act. 
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under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. 


j 

Closet 

Accommo¬ 

dation. 

CL, 

p 

c n 

& 

W 

H 

<J 

£ 

Drainage. 

Light, 

Air, 

Dampness, 

Cleanliness. 

Sanitary  Defects  which  may  render  House 
Dangerous  or  Injurious  to  Health. 

Ashcloset 

3  3 

ter  Board. 

Gully 

yy 

No  fireplce 
upstairs 

33 

1 

Defective  paving 

,,  floor  and  window 

33 

> 

3  3 

3  3 

,,  window 

3  3 

C 

yy 

3  3 

,,  window 

y  3 

O 

U 

y  y 

3  3 

windows  and  floors 

y  3 

c 

c 

rt 

p: 

y  y 

3  3 

yy 

p 

Cl 

yy 

33 

yy 

yy 

33 

,,  window,  floor  and  roof 

yy 

yy 

33 

,,  window 

yy 

yy 

33 

,,  window 

yy 

yy 

33 

,,  window  and  floors 

yy 

yy 

33 

,,  window  and  paving 

yy 

yy 

33 

,,  windows 

,,  paving  and  windows 

Owners — 124 — R.  Cowings 

125  to  130 — Mr.  Rigby 

1 3 1  to  !38  and  141 — J.  Turnbull  &  Sons  (agents) 
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List  of  Houses  Inspected  and  Recorded' 


Situation  of  Dwelling 
House. 

Occupier. 

No.  of 
Occupants. 

No.  of 
Rooms. 

< 

M 

3 

3 

d 

F 

; 

y— 

M 

■0 

-1 

■H 

s 

F 

n 

M 

f) 

l~< 

V 

DJO 

J 

0 
— J 

F 

Ground  Fir 

First  Floor 

1 38  Chapel  Row, Page  Bank 

W.  Hodgson... 

2 

I 

2 

2 

2 

139 

Sill 

I 

I 

2 

2 

1 40 

Moor 

2 

1 

I 

2 

2 

141  ...  ... 

Jenkins 

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

2 

142 

Empty 

2 

2 

1 43  •  *  •  •  •  • 

W.  Waugh  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

I  44  •  •  •  •  •  • 

W.  Wood 

I 

I 

2 

2 

145 

J.  Small 

I 

I 

2 

2 

« 

> 

under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. 


Closet 

Accommo¬ 

dation. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Drainage 

Light, 

Air, 

Dampness, 

Cleanliness. 

Ashcloset 

nd 

S 

O 

Gully 

No  fireplce 

>> 

CQ 

Ui 

<D 

>> 

upstairs 

yy 

yy 

£ 

)  y 

y  y 

>» 

a 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

3 

0 

CJ 

y  y 

y  y 

>5 

5 

rt 

X 

yy 

y  y 

yy 

Vh 

P 

Q 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

Sanitary  Defects  which  may  render  House 
Dangerous  or  Injurious  to  Health. 


Defective  windows 

window 

,,  window 

,,  window 


Owners  i39> *  *4°  aud  145 — J.  Small 

142 —  R.  Waugh 

143 —  W.  Waugh 

*44 — Miss  Wood 
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inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — Milk  is  brought  into  the  District  by  farmers, 
cow-keepers  and  purveyors  of  milk.  A  considerable  quantity  is 
contained  in  cans  or  sealed  bottles  and  brought  from  outside  the 
district.  This  milk  appears  to  be  uf  good  quality  and  no  disease 
has  been  traced  to  its  consumption. 

The  farm-steads  and  cow-sheds  have  been  inspected  and  found 
to  be  kept  fairly  clean  and  improvements  have  been  effected  in 
some  instances. 


Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926,  a  report  by  the 
Assistant  Veterinary  Officer  to  the  County  Council  during  a  period 
ended  31st  December,  1931,  is  as  follows  : 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7- 


Number  of  visits  to  cow-keepers 
Number  of  cows  examined 
General  condition  and  type  of  cows 
General  cleanliness  of  cows 
General  conditions  of  sanitation 
Chief  methods  of  milk  disposal 
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•  •  •  •  •  x  zj.  4 

Fairly  good 
..  ...  Fair 

Fair  to  poor 
Wholesale  and  retail 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order: 

(a)  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder  or  giving  T.B.  milk  2 

(b)  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  1 


Total 

8.  Number  of  cases  of  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 


3 

1 


General  Observations. 

The  cows  are,  generally  speaking,  of  a  good  milking  type,  and 
very  few  aged  animals  are  kept  in  the  district.  The 
incidence  of  disease  is  small  and  the  cattle  appear  to  be 
hardy. 


As  a  whole  the  cleanliness  of  the  animals  showed  a  slight 
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improvement  on  my  previous  visit,  but  there  are  still  a 
number  of  places  where  more  attention  to  this  matter  is 
verv  desirable. 

J 


Meat. —  There  are  four  slaughter-houses,  three  licenced  and 
one  registered.  'These  have  been  inspected  and  found  clean. 
In  February,  1930,  two  permits  were  granted  temporily  by  the 
Council  for  slaughtering  by  other  two  butchers,  subject  to 
withdrawal  of  permit  at  any  time. 

The  Surveyor  and  Inspector  is  the  Administrative  Officer  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  All  meat  has  been 
found  fresh  and  clean  and  free  from  disease  with  the  exception  of 
one  case  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  inspected.  The 
meat  when  cooked  tasted  of  petrol.  We  condemned  the  carcase 
which  was  destroyed,  and  had  a  sample  analysed  by  the  County 
Analyst  who  reported  that  the  meat  was  wholesome. 

The  premises  in  some  instances  are  not  found  to  be  all  that 
could  be  desired  as  they  are  small  and  cramped.  A  commodious 
public  slaughter-house  in  the  District  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  Urban  Area. 

One  bake-house  of  a  modern  type  serves  for  a  good  part  of  the 
District  besides  which  there  are  makers  of  bread  and  cakes  in  their 
own  home  ovens  which  they  do  for  retail. 

The  bake-house  is  clean,  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the 
workers  in  it  are  in  good  health.  Everything  in  and  about  is 
wholesome  and  all  that  may  be  desiied  from  a  hy genic  point  of 
view. 

There  is  no  underground  bake-house. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  &c.,  is  carried 
out  by  the  Inspector  to  the  County  Council. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


No  epidemic  of  Infectious  Diseases  took  place  during  the  year. 

A  few  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  occurred,  but 
were  not  of  a  virulent  type. 

Typhoid  Fever  was  again  absent  and  Diarrhoea  was  not 
prevalent. 

Diphtheria  occurred  in  7  instances,  and  there  were  two  deaths. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  to  practi¬ 
tioners  in  the  District  when  they  require  it. 

Sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  took  place. 

Bateriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  College  of  Medicine 
laboratory,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examination. 

Tuberculosis  sputum  is  frequently  sent  for  confirmation. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  no  case  was  notified. 

No  Encephalitis  Lethargica  has  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Chicken  Pox  was  prevalent  in  February  and  March. 
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Tuberculosis* 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1931  : — 


NEW  CASES. 


DEATHS. 


Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

O  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

I 

— 

— 

-  I 

5  ••• 

I 

— 

I  I 

10  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

15  ... 

— 

2 

—  — 

20  ... 

I 

— 

2  - 

25  ... 

I 

I 

—  — 

35  ••• 

1 

— 

I  - 

45  ••• 

I 

— 

—  — 

55  ••• 

— 

— 

_  _ 

6  c  and  _ 

^  upwards 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

5 

3 

4  2 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary, 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

I 


2 


I 


I 


3  1  1 


All  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  Urban  Area  have  been 
notified  as  far  as  I  know. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925. — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  person  who  is  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade  in  the  Urban  Area. 


Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  : 
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Public  Health  Act,  1925,  section  62. — Compulsory 
removal  of  Infectious  cases  to  hospital  has  not  been  found 
necessary. 

Influenza  cases  occur  red  at  varying  intervals  during  the  year 
but  was  not  epidemic  and  not  of  a  serious  type.  One  death  took 
place. 

Bed  clothing  which  has  been  used  by  infectious  persons  is 
conveyed  to  hospital  where  it  undergoes  steam  disinfection,  and 
the  houses,  in  every  instance,  are  thoroughly  fumigated  or  stoved. 

Suppression  of  Rats  — I  understand  that  a  rat  killer  is 
employed  bv  the  County  Council  for  one  week  in  each  locality 
every  year.  One  house  was  cleared  of  Rats  by  County  Official 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Precaution  against  Fire. — A  hose-and-reel  is  kept  at  the 
Council’s  yard  in  Albion  Place.  The  keys  for  the  shed  are  at  the 
house  next  to  it,  the  Police  Station,  and  at  the  Surveyor’s  Office. 
16  portable  appliances  are  fixed  at  different  parts  of  the  district- 
Hose  and  fittings  are  also  provided  at  either  end  of  Willington. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  were  inspected  during  the  year 
They  consist  of  Saddlery,  Printing,  Boot-repairing,  Joinery  and 
Cabinet- making. 

56  inspections  were  made  and  one  case  of  defective  ventilation 
was  found  and  remedied. 

Satisfaction  was  found  in  regard  to  the  rest. 

There  is  one  bake-house  as  already  stated,  and  this  is  clean 
and  well  ventilated. 


The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  bake  their  own  bread. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death. 


of  Death — Civilians  only  : 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

38 

5i 

Measles 

1 

Diptheria 

2 

Influenza 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

3 

6 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c 

2 

1 

Heart  disease 

5 

4 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

6 

9 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

2 

Appendicitis 

2 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc 

i 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis... 

Congenital  debility  and  mal-formation 

2 

premature  birth 

3 

4 

Senility 

2 

5 

Suicide 

1 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

4 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

3 

4 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year — total  ... 

4 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 
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Sanitary  Requirements. 


i.  All  ash-pit  privies  should  be  done  away  with. 


2.  Separate  yards  and  gullies  with  out-houses  should  be 
made  in  the  Colliery  Rows,  and  the  open  channels  should 
be  abolished. 


3.  More  back  streets  should  be  made  up  and  taken  over 
by  the  Council  for  their  maintenance  and  repair. 

4.  All  rubbish  thrown  upon  the  back  streets  should  be 
collected  and  removed  to  the  tips. 


5.  To  do  away  with  overcrowding,  more  houses  should 
be  built. 


I  am,  yours  obediently, 


R.  A.  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer. 


June  9th,  1931 . 


